A BOLD BUILDING MATERIAL
FOR A CHALLENGING TASK

With the Dounan Sports Center, Taiwan has gained a
sports and leisure facility that impressively demonstrates
the potential of timber in public construction. While
comparable swimming and recreation complexes are
typically built using steel or concrete, this project
deliberately chose timber as the primary structural
material. The new development replaces the former
municipal swimming pool and brings together an indoor
pool, an outdoor competition pool, fitness and exercise
areas, and a range of additional sports and recreational
amenities within a single complex. Architecturally, the
center draws inspiration from the greenhouse structures
characteristic of the Yunlin region, translating their
distinctive forms into a contemporary design language.
KLH® - CLT plays a central role in the construction. A
total of 56 elements covering approximately 1,500 m?

were used. Together with 95 glued laminated spruce roof
arches, they form the building’s load-bearing
structure.The choice of material also meets the specific
demands of the facility’s use. Unlike steel, timber is not
susceptible to corrosion, making it particularly well
suited to environments with high humidity and
chlorinated air. In addition, the exposed timber surfaces
create a warm and welcoming atmosphere, giving the
interior spaces a distinctive architectural quality.

PROJECT INFO

KLH® - CLT: 1,569 m? / 160 m?®
Stored CO2: 122 t CO2 eq.

Regrowth period in Austria: 3 minutes
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